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Layers of the Earth: Parts & Jobs

READ ABOUT EACH PART - GRADES 3-8

| Crust The thin, rocky outer layer we live on. It is thickest under the continents and
thinnest under the oceans.

| Upper mantle Solid rock that can slowly flow. The crust and top of the mantle form the
tectonic plates.

| Lower mantle The thickest layer. Very hot, solid rock under huge pressure.

| Outer core A layer of liquid iron and nickel. Tts swirling creates Earch's magnetic field.

| Inner core A solid ball of iron and nickel at the center, about as hot as the surface of the
sun.

DID YOU KNOW?

If Earth were the size of an apple, the crust would be thinner than the apple's skin. (The crust is drawn thicker
here so you can see it.)
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